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reiterate them now. Bearing in mind all
the deficiencies of the legislation under
which the department has worked, and also
the fact that in recent months the depart-
ment has been ill-supplied with money for
the carrying on of the work that has been
begun, most of us believe that a genuine
effort has been made by the officers of the
department, who, despite recent criticism in
certain guarters, have done and are doing
a good job for the farmers. Although I
believe the legislation under which they are
operating is deficient and should be consid-
erably altered as soon as possible, never-
theless I sagree with the previous speaker
that much good has been done by the offi-
cers of that department, and I hope and
trust that the time is not far distant when
ikeir legislative powers will be widened and
their opportunitics for doing good greatly
increased,

Vote put and passed.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.20 p.m.

Tegislative Council,
Wednesday, 16th October, 1940,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Income Tax Assessment Act Amend-
ment.
Returned to the Assembly with amend-
ments.
2, Income Taz.
Passed.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 2), £1,200,000,
Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—West) [437] in moving the
second reading said: The ohjeet of this Bill
is to obtain Supply to meet expenditure
trom Consolidated Revenue uniil the Esti-
mates are passed. For the information of
members, I am advised that the No. 1 Sup-
ply Act provided a saum of £2,450,000, made
up as follows:—

£
From Consolidated Revenue
Fund <. 1,750,000
From General Loan Fund v 400,000
For Treasurer’s Advance .. 300,660
£2,450,000

Expenditure for the first three months of
the present financial year out of Supply
granted by the No. 1 Act is as follows:—

£
Consolidated Revenue Fuad .. 1,740,719
Gemeral Loan Fund .. e 202,139

Expenditure from Consolidated Revenue
Fund for the first three months of the pre-
sent finaneial year 1s as follows:—

Under Special Acts .. .. 1,133,333
Governmental .. .. . 802,148
Public Utilities . . 038,570

Making a total of .. .. £2,874,001

Interest and sinking fund included in ex-
penditure under special Acts amounted to
£1,022,008; while exchanges on remittances
to London, ineluded in Governmental ex-
penditure, amounted to £178,285. The rev-
enue collected for the three months ended
the 30th September, 1940, is as follows:—

£

Taxation . .. . 594,640
Territorial .. .. . 92,200
Law Courts . - . 19,700
Departmentat .. ‘e 188,462
Royal Mint .. . . 9,022
Commonwealth grants . 267,109
Public utilitics o .. 1,339,124
Trading eoncerns . . 1,592

Making a total of .. £2,511,849

From these figures it will be seen that the
deficit for the three months ended the 30th
September, 1940, is £362,202. This is an
improvement of £4,317 on the first three
months of the last financial year.
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Hon, G. W, Miles: Did not the Govern-
ment receive extra money this year owing fo
weekly colleetions of ineome tax?

The CHIEF SHECRETARY: The Bill re-
Inting to such weekly deductions has onmly
jnst passed this House. Some extra money
has been collected, but T could not say
what the amount is.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Deductions have been
made from wages.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, but
those deductions are included in the amount
coilected from taxation, £594,640.

Hon, G. W. Miles: To compare the fig-
ures for that period of both years iz very
diffienlt.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The com-
pavison is as near as I can give it. The
Commeonwealth Disabilities Grant has been
raised from £595,000 to £630,000, an in
erease ol £53,000, and that makes a differ-
eree to our finances. Those are the par-
ticulars which have been supplied to me,
and T feel sure the House will assist the

tove:nment by passing the Bill, I move—

That the Bill be now read a sceond time.

Guestion put and passed.

Bill vead a seeond time.

In Committee,

Bill passed throngh Committee without
debate, repovted without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—MINE WORKERS' RELIEF
ACT AMENDMENT.,

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
. Gray—West) [4.44] in moving the sec-
ond reading said: This is o short measure
by which we propose to amend certain sec-
tions of the Mine Workers’ Relief Act hav-
ing particular reference to payments to the
Mine Workers' Relief Fund, and extend
benefits to mine workers who have not been
previously provided for., Members are aware
that it is compalsory for all men cngaged
nnderground in imines to contribute to this
fund, and that benefits are derived from the
fund by those who are unfortunate enough
to be afflicted with miners’ disease.

The Act provides that every mine worker
shall contribute to the fund at the pre-
scribed rate of 1s. Gd., on the occasion of
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each and every periodical payment of wages
to him by his employer. Similarly, the em-
ployer has to contribute an equal amount.
The payments to the fund have been made
haif-monthly, which involves 24 contribu-
tions a year. A reccent variation in the
mining award, however, provides for fort-
nightly wages to the men, thereby increasing
the nomber of contributions per annum
from 24 to 26, as in two months of each
year there will be three pay davs. As the
fund is in a satisfactory financial position,
it is desired not to increase the contribu-
tions but to maintain them as at present,
The Bill provides, therefore, that employers
and cmployees alike shall be exempt from
contributing on those days, thus making 24
contributions a year as in the past.

The Bill further provides for compnlsorv
contributions to the fund by those who are
qualified to receive benefits. The Act stipu-
lates that a worker who has been notified
that he has early silicosis and who decides
in the interests of health to give up his min-
ing oeeupation may, within three months
after notification, apply to have his nome
entered in a register kept by the Mines De-
pariment. Fach year this registration must
he renewed by him. Provided he does mnot
again work underground and renews such
registration, his rights to compensation, in
the event of advanced silicosis or tuber-
enlosis intervening, are protected without
further payments to the fund. As these
men wiil be eligible for future benefits, it is
considered only fair and reasonable by all
parfics that they should subseribe to the
fund. Therefore, the Bill provides for com-
pulsory contributions. Exemption will ap-
ply, however, in case of unemployment, ill-
ness or accident. Clause 5 of the Bill is a
eonsequential amendment to Seetion 51, Sub-
seetion 2 of the Act.

Provision is made in the Bill to extend
the henefits of the Aet to those persons who
are or who heecome incapacitated, or whose
carning power may be materially prejudiced
by any discase or malady attributable to
working on a mine. A person claiming
under this section would, of course, have
to satisfy the board that the nature of his
compiaint was caused by his employment
in the mining industry.  The board may
grant such benefits as may be prescribed
by regulation to those persons who,
whilst employed as mine workers to
whom this Aet applies, or within two



1286

years after being so employed are, or
become incapacitated, or whose earn-
ing power may be legitimately attri-
buted to the nature of their employ-
ment as mine workers in the mining indus-
try of Western Australia, and to the de-
pendants of such persons. We propose fo
delete the words “whilst employed as minc
workers to whom this Act applies or within
two vears after being so employed,” and so
extend the benefits of the Aet to any person
who at one time was a contributing mine
worker, provided, as I said, that his ailment
can be traced to his working in a mine.

The Bill proposes by an addition to Sec.
tion 56 of the Act that no person living ont-
side of the State shall he entitled to receive
any benefits under the section unless he has
been examined and found to be suffering
from a qualifying discase or symptoms of
disease prior to leaving this State. That
amendment should appeal to the House be-
cause the present provision, we have reason
to helieve, ins been imposed upon. Those
qualified to speak say that this amendment
will be advantageous and will safeguard the
fund.

Hon. H. Seddon: Will it he vetrospective?

The ITONORARY MINISTER: No, it
conld not be retrospeetive. TFinally, there
is a proposal that a mine worker who
leaves the industry may voluntarily sub-
seribe to the fund and thus be enabled to
qualify for bhencfits under the Aet. I think
members representing mining constituencies
will agree that the measure is long overdue
and will be of great benefit to men unfor-
tunate enough to contract disease.

Hon, 4. Cornell: T am afraid you are
trying to bring too many under the fund.

The HOXORARY MINISTER: Tt ap-
plies ta 17 people. I move--

That tite Bill be now read a seeond tine,

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, dehate
adjourned.

RILL—FEEDING STUFFS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—West) [4.52] in moving the
second reading said: This is a Bill whieh
should meet with the general approval par-
ticularly of those members who represent the
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primary producing section of the com-
munity. The Bill provides for the annual
registration of all manufactured foods for
stock, and that the purchaser of any such
food shall be supplied with an inveice cer-
tifieate containiug prescribed particulars
of the nature, substance, quulity and per-
centages of nutritive and other ingrodients
in the food sold. Mcembers may possibly
wonder why it is necessary to introduce this
amendment, as Section 3 of the Aet provides
that it shall be the duty of ¢very persen
who sells for use as food for stock any
article which by an Order in Council pub-
lished in the “Gazette” js declared to be an
article to which this seetion applies, what-
ever may he the name under which the
article is sold, to give the purchaser an in-
voice certifieate stating the name under
wlhieh the artiele is =old, and the preseribed
particulars, if any, of the nature, substance,
and quality of the article, and the percent-
ages of nutritive or other ingredients con-
tained thevein. This provision ts not, how-
ever, considered sufficient, boeause it is not
neeessary to register with the Department
of Agrieulture any food sold for stock; and
further, if it were decided to preserihe by
Order in Council any particular stock food,
it would he possible for the manufacturer
to alter the name form, sav, “Stock Life
Saver” to “Stoek Improver,” when it would
not be sabject to the provisions of the Aect
unfil another Order in Council bad been
approved.  Bran, pollaxd and stoek licks
are at present the only foods affected by the
Act, although Section 3 provides that any
stoek feed ean be brought within its pro-
visions; but, as T mentioned hefore, theve is
no power to compel regisiration, and the
Department of Agriculture is consequently
at a disadvantage, and unable to excreise
control in an eflicient manner.

Over a perind of years many requests
have been reeeived from farmers, pouliry
farmers, agrieultural socicties and other
organisations, for some legislative control
to he excreised over the sale uf stock feeds.
At the present time there ave many such
foods on the market which are not governed
hy the Act. These vary greatly in composi-
tion, and are frequently unsuitable for the
purpose for whieh claims are made for them.
Producers are often put to expense without
obtaining any return. Such standard foods
as meat meals vary in composition hetween
very wide limits, and farmers have no way
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of ascertaining the quality and values of
stock foods which they purchase. The De-
partment of Agriculture is continually being
approached for adviee as to the value of
eertain proparations, and in this regard
numerons eomplaints are heing  received.
The Bill, therefore, proposes to remedy the
whole matter; and I fecl sure every member
will agree that the provision in regard to
invoice certificates will be of inestimable
value to the stock owner, as it will enable
him to know the nutritive and other valu-
able food contents of the food hefore giv-
ing it to his animals, Queensland, Vie-
toria and New Sonth Wales have Aects in
force compeiling registration of stoek
foods and their composition, and tech-
nical officers of all branches eoncerned
in the Department of Agriculture are
in agreement as to the desirability and
necessity of bhaving similar legislation
in this State. Protection has been
afferded in case of fertilisers; and it would
scem there exists as mueh necessity for a
knowledge of valuable ingredients of stock
foods as there is for similar information
regarding fertilisers. I move—

That the Bill be now rcad 2 second time.

HON. A THOMSON (South-East)
[4.38]: This is a measure which should be
dealt with as one of urgeney, in view of
the serious position confronting the State.
Undoubtedly there will be heavy demands
for stock foods. Therefore I hope the
House will agree to pass the Bill quickly,
so that the Government may be empowered
as soon as possible to make inspeetions. I
remember that during the period of Mr. I
E. & Willmott’s tenure of the Lands port-
folio a stock lick was hrought along for
examinafton and that analysis proved that
it consisted largely of Zamia palm which
of course is injurious to stock. I believe
that incident was the cause of the enaet-
ment of the present statute. I hope hon,
members will agree to pass the second
reading to-day.

HON. @. B. WQOD (East) [4.39]: I also
desire briefly to commend the measure. It
is definitely a good Bill from the stand-
peint of poultry farmers, pigbreeders and
dairymen, in faet of all who buy concen-
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trated foods. For many vears these people
have been looking for legisiation of this
kind.

On motion by Hon, W, J. Mann, debate
adjourned.

BILL—M:NESS HOUSING TRUST
ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER {Hon. E.
H, Gray—West) [5.0] in moving the second
reading said: This is a Bill by which 1t
is proposed to grant authority to the Me-
Ness Housing Trust to allot homes on a
weekly tenaney at a vental of Is. per
week. Al mainienance costs, insuranee,
rates and taxes are to be paid frem the
rental received, and whatever balance is
left will be credited to a general trust
fund and used for further building opera-
tions. Members are no doubt aware that
the generosity of the late Sir Charles
McNess, made it possible for homes to
be built and disposed of for those in
poor ecircumstances, and that these homes
are erected under the provision of the
MeNess Housing Trust Act 1930-1938. By
the anthority of the Act it is possible for
approved applieants to purchase a home
under the fee simple section on the basis
of repayment at the rate of 5s. per week,
from which all rates and other ontgoings
are paid, the balance being utilised in re-
ducing the prineipal, the sale heing made
free of interest, and the applicant having
the right at any time to discharge his total
liability and obtain the fee simple title, or,
under the free life tenure by which homes
are allotted, without any payment what-
ever, with the exception of a charge for
sanitary rates and water service.

By this Bill it is proposed to add a pro-
vision for letting homes at a rental of 5s,
per week. If the Bill becomes law, it will
therefore he possible for the Trust to
operate under three categories, namely.

the fee simple, by which homes may
be sold, the free life fenure, and
tenaney at 5s. per week. In explana-

tion, for the reason for a provision in
regard to temaney, I wounld inform
members that it has heen found from
experience that in many instances where
applicants are old age penstoners or inval-
ids they oceupy properties for a few years
only and the trust may then be ealled upon
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to make a refund of the prineipal rconeys
paid. Where an applicant is oecupying a
bome for 5s. a week, from which all rates,
taxes and mainfenance are paid, it is con-
sidered that the trust should not be re-
quested to make vefunds either to retiring
applicants or to heneficiaries under the will
of a deceased applicant, The trust is now
endeavouring to provide satisfactory aecom-
modation for a number of old age pen-
sioners at a lower cost than would be the
case if separate homes were built for each
applicant. The costs of building are now
far in excess of those originally intended,
the standard four-roomed wooden cotitage
together with land costing over £400. The
intention when the Act was originally in-
troduced was to keep the cost to £250. It
is not possible to erect a home for £250
and to give accommodalion usually desired.

In cases of pensioners without families,
however, a small home could be provided
and attention is now being given by the
trust to the erection of duplex houses which
would give fuil and sufficient accommodation
and, it is estimated, enable the trust to
provide for two families and cffect a saving
of approximately £150 on every two ap-
proved applications of this nature.

The plans, a copy of which I shall place
or, the Table of the House, have already
hieen passed by the Perth City Couneil, but
if these homes were sold on a repayment
basis dificulty would arize in giving a title
in the event of any occupier of a duplex
home tendering the total cost to the trust.
It would be neeessary to subdivide an allot-
ment and it may not be possible to give a
title for half a lot. The subdivision would
require the approval of the Town Planning
Board, and it is considered that such ap-
proval wounld noi be given by the Town
Planning Boavd as its regulations provide
for a minimumn frontage of 50 feet for any
bloeks in a re-subdivision.

Further, as these homes wiil be oecupied
by old age pensioners or adult invalids who
will, in the majority of cases, live in them
for a short time only, the frust desires to
retain full ownership of the properties and
ux¢ any surplus rental over and above the
payment of rates, ete, for the purpose of
building additional homes. The desire is
to approve as many applieafions as possible
under the Act as it is considered that this
wns the infention of the laie Sir Charles
MeNess and the Government, and by allot-
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ting properties at a rental of 53s. per week
the trust believes it can carry out the in-
tention of the Aet without being placed in
the position of having to give a title to the
property to applicants who, subsequent to
their oceupation, improve their financial
position to such an extent that they are able
to repay the total cost of the home to the
trust and obtain a elear title thereto with-
out having had to pay any interest whatso-
ever for the money advanced.

The trust considers that it can do far
more good by retaining ownership of a num-
ber of homes and allotiing them on a rental
basis in descrving cases, and if the ecir-
camstances of the applicants improve to
such an extent that they are able to pay
rental in the ordinary manner the trust
will then terminate the tenancy and re-allot
the home to another tenant for the period
of that family's distress. In many cases in
the past it would have been very desirvable
for the trust to let the houses but it has
not had the power to do so. The trust does
not propose to restrict its operations to the
provisions of this Bill only, but desires
this amendment so that it ean, in its dis-
cretion, approve of applieations under any
of the three scetions, namely, repayment
section, free life tenure seetion and weekly
tenaney section. Approvals under the weekly
tenaney seetion will be given only where the
frust considers it is the most suitable see-
tion under which to operate. That iz a
brief summary of the objeets of the Bill
which will commend iltself to the House. I
move—

That the Rill be now read a sccond time,

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [3.10]:
1 commend the Bill although I do not think
there is any need for commendation. T
would not have risen exeept to ask whether
it would he possible to supply more inform-
ntion to the House which, I am sure, would
he received with intervest. What T am sure
memhers would like to know is how many
of those houses have been built in the State,
particularly the number in the metropolitan
area and the country towns, I can speak
for Geraldton where I am aware two have
been erected for some yenrs and both are
oceupied by deserving people. I happen to
know also that that town could do with more
of such houses, I have no desire to make
ont that the metropolitan area has been un-
duly favoured; I do not know that it has,
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but if there is any money from the MeNess
bequest, that can be made available, I hope
the conntry distriets will receive due con-
sideration. I support the Bill.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

MOTION—RURAL RELIEF.
To Inguire by Joint Commiliee.

Debate resumed from the 8th Oectober on
the following motion by Hon. A. Thomson
{South-East)—

That a message be transmitted to the Legis-
Intive Asscmbly requesting concurrence in a
proposal that a joint committee consisting of
three members of each House be appointed to
infuire into and rcport upon such measures
which may he neeessary and/or desirable to
relieve those engaged in the rural industry
from their present financial handicaps and
problems.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [5.12]: I am afraid I ean-
not agree to the motion submitted by Mr.
Thomson. When he presented it the hon.
member did not speak at any length and I
am assuming that he took it for granted that
the House was well aware of the state of
the rural industries in Western Australia,
beeause in his short speech he made really
only three points. The Arst was that the
rural industries were in a deplorable condi-
tion; the second, that as a result of the
Joint committee which was appointed
to inquire into another matter and which
was very suecessful, in that the committee’s
recommendations were unanimously made,
Parliament had accepted those recommenda-
tions almost in their entirety; and the third,
which he hon. member stressed, was that
there was another measure before this
House introduced by him which measuve
he was anxious should pass the second
rending stage and be left on the
notice paper until snch time as the joint
seleet committee had brought in its recom-
mendations. I think those three points
eover the hon. member’s remarks when in-
troducing the motion. Dealing with the last
point first, that is, that the Rural Relief
Bill should pass the second reading and then
remain on the notice paper until the recom-
mendations of the joint eommitiee have been
recived, it seems to me that that would be
rather a big mistake on the part, not only
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of the hon. member, but this House as well,
becanse it would lead to considerable delay
which, in my opinion, would not be in the
best interests of those engaged in the rural
industries and who are in such a desperate
plight. May I suggest that the immensity
and diversity of the problems are such that
no seleet committee eould hope to deal with
them adequately in less than six months.
They would be very fortunate if they could
deal with it in that time, if we are to take
as a criterion the experience of other com-
mittees and Royal Commissions that have
dealt with similar subjects in recent times.
The relief required is needed now and not
in six months’ or 12 months’ time. To agree
to the suggestion of the hon. member that
we should hold up the Rural! Relief Fund
Act Amendment Bill until the committee
presenled its report would be a big mistake.
It has been said in this House, and 1 be-
lieve it to be trme, that until such time as
that measure has actually been dealt with
by Parliament there will be continued delay
on the part of the finaneial institutions in
the granting of money to cnable farmers to
carry on. If there is any truth in that state-
ment, there is need for us to decide the
matter one way or the other as quickly as
possible.

With regard to the seeond point made by
the hon. member, as to the suecess achieved
by the joint committee appointed to deal
with the selection of g site for public build-
ings, 1 consider that there is no compari-
son between the two prohlems. It was
quite possible for members of the joint
committee inquiring into a site for publie
buildings fo inspeet every possible site sug-
zested, and to obtain in Perth all the infor-
mation required. The members of that
committee werc able to secure at very short
notiee all the expert cvidence they desired.
The evidenee taken by that committee indi-
eates that it was successful in aeqniring ail
the evidenge it could possibly hope to get
on that sobject. An entively different state
of affairs exists with regard to the subject
matter that would be referred to the joint
committee suggested by the hon. member.
In the first place, the causes of the prob-
lem are not entirely loeal; they are not con-
fined to this State.

Hon. A. Thomson: It is a matter of eon-
cern to the farming interests of this State.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T have not
denied that. Naturally it is of very great
concern to this State, but the causes of the
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problem are not confined to Western Aus-
tralia or even to the Commonwealth. They
have an international significanece.  War

conditions may be regarded as one reason
for the troubles the farmers are experienc-
ing to-day. Again, the question of prices
is perhaps one of the most important fac-
tors affecting the position of the farmers.
No industry has so many diverse problems
as has the rural industry of this or any
other State. The trouble is not confined
to wheatgrowers or woolgrowers or fruit-
growers. We know that the extent of our
rural industries in this State is so wide and
covers 50 many sections of primary produe-
tion that if any committee is fo deal with
the subjeet in a satisfactory manner, it will
have to spend & considerable time obtaining
the information desired in order to frame
recorumendations for submission to the Gov-
ernment,

Hon. A. Thomson: What do you mean by
a satisfactory manner?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I take it
that the hon. member would desire the com-
mittee to deal with the matter in such a way
as to obtain all the information it is pos-
sible to seenre. All the necessary informa-
tion cannot be obtained in this State.

Hon. A. Thomson: The committee could
get a lot that would be very helpful.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T am won-
dering whether the information it eould
obtain would be helpful; whether it would
be in a position to ohtrin as mueh evidence
as is already available to the people dealing
with this problem. Hon. members are
aware that within the last week or two
there has been more than one conference
in the Eastern States to deal with this ques-
tion. They are also aware that at the pre-
sent time the Ministers for Agriculture of
all the States of the Commonwealth

Hon. J. Cornell: That is to deal with an
aet of God.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They have
been dealing with problems affecting the
primary industries of the Commonwealth
for some time pasi. The hon. member who
moved the motion is aware that quite
recently there was a conference of Minis-
ters of Agriculture and I have no doubt he
is also aware that on the 25th of this month
there is to be a further conference at which
not only the Ministers for Agriculture of
the various States will be present but which
will probably be attended also by the

[COUNCIL.]

respective Premiers. So far as onc can see
st present, the matter is purely a question
of finance. Tt has to be determined how far
the Commonwealth and the States can go
in providing the necessary finance to enable
those suffering from adverse conditions to
carry on for the next year.

Hon. H. 1. Roche: Is not that a matter
of drought relief?

The CHIEF SECRETARY:
eourse is an urgent matter.

Hon. A. Thowmson: This is a broader
subjeet,

The CHIFF SECRETARY: This is an
urgent matter that eannot wait until sueh
time as a joint eommittee has met and
formulated recommendations.

Hon, G. W, Miles: The Minister for
Agriculture put up a case to the Grants
Conunission that shounld satisfy the hon.
member.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I was poing
to peint out that not only have the Ministers
for Agriculture of all the States been deal-
ing with this problem for some time past,
but references to the matter have heen
made to the Commonwealth Grants Com-
mission, as was pointed out by Mr. Miles,
and not only hy representatives of this
State but by representatives of ali the other
States as well. While we musi recognise
that rural industries thronghout the Com-
monwealth are in a parlous eondition, I
regret that I cannot see that a joint com-
mittee as proposed by the hon. member
will confer the benefits the hon. member
seems to think it will confer.

During recent years a number of Royal
Commissions have taken evidence not only
in Western Australin but also in other parts
of the Commonwealth. As a matter of
fact, in the last few years no fewer than
ten such Royal Commissions have dealt
with problems assoeiated with the rural in-
dustries either of Western Australia or of
the Commonwealth as a whole. 1t is in-
teresting to note that one or two have
taken a very long time ovev their deliber-
ations and have cost a considerable amount
of morey. I am neot saying that that
should be & bar to any further investiga-
tion in this State either by a Royal Com-
mission or a joint committee but in view
of the immensity of the problem it is not
to be expected that a joint committee eom-
prising three members of each House of

That of
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Parlianment in this State will contribute to
any material extent to a solution of the
problem. We have had a Royal Commis.
sion on farmers’ disabilities. It sat for
two months and cost £300. We have had
u Royal Commission on dairy farming in
the South-West whieh sat for fonr months
and cost £090,
Hon. T. Moore: And did a lot of good.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Then there
was & Royal Commission on the Agricul-
tural Bank which cost £2,218.

Hon. J. Cornell; And eaused a loi of
annoyance.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Royal
Commission on stored wheat cost only
£103 hut the Royal Commission on the bulk
handling of wheat entailed an expenditure
of £1,569. There was a Commonwealth
Royal Commission on the wheat, flour and
bread industry which sat for two years and
presented five veports. That cost £40,000.

Hon. A. Thomson: It did nob east this
State £40,000,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No; I have
pointed out that it was a Commonwealth
Royal Commission. In this State we had
& Royal Commission into the disposal of
light and poison-infested lands which sat
for approximately four months and cos)
£442. This year we have had two Royal
Commissions, one into wheat held in stor-
age and the other into the pastoral indus-
try, the veport of which is not yet avail-
able.

Hon. A. Thomson: I think it will he o
very valuable report.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I agree,
more particularly in view of the capae-
ity of the Royal Commissioner to
deal with a subject of this kind. That
raises the question whether members of
Parlinment who might be appointed to the
joint committee proposed by the hon. mem.-
ber would be the best persons to eondnct
such an inquiry.

Hon. A. Thomson: That iz a reflection
on Parliament.

The CHIEF¥ SECRETARY: I do not
think so. I wonld ask to be acquitted of
any intention to refleet on Parliament. I
do not mean to reflect on any individual
member of Parliament or on Parliament as
a whote,
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Hon. J. Cornell: A member of Parlia-
ment could get the same evidence as any-
body else.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I would ask
the hon. member responsible for the motion
whether he proposes that the Minister for
Agriculture should he a member of the
joint eommittee. If so, T think I can sny
for the Minister that he would find it im-
possible to act in that capaecity becaunse he
would not have the time. Our present
Minister for Agriculture is just as capable
as any other memher of this Parliament to
deal with matters of this kind.

Hon, G. W. Miles: More so.

Hon. J. Cornell: There are other mem-
bers in another plaece just as capable.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not say
there are nof.

Hon. A, Thomson: In this House there
are men as capable.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Min-
ister for Agriculture is responsible for the
administration of the Agricultural Depart-
ment and is dealing with the problems to
which the hon. member has refevred.

Hon. J. J, IIolmes: We have men heve
who could tackle them.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T do not
want my remarks to be taken as a reflection
on any individual, but I think it will be re-
eognised that some men have particular
capacitics in given directions, and all mem-
hers of Parliament have not the same capa-
¢ity on all questions. That must be revog-
nised. The nuestion of markets is an im-
portant one and must be dealt with, and is
heing dealt with by the Commonwealth Te-
partment of Commerce. That department
in ronsultation with the Agrienltural De-
pariments of the States, the experts em-
plaved hy all those departments, and their
Ministerial heads, are at present giving
their best attention to the subject. One
may ask what recommendations n  local
committee could make that conld be acted
upon as a means of giving praetical help
to the farmers of the State.

Hon. J. Cornell: Good recommendations
were Inade in connection with the hire pur-
chase agreement business.

The PRESIDENT: Order! 1 must ask
members to allow the Chief Scerctary to
proceed. Al will have an opportunity
later to express their views.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: I suggest
that generally speaking any recommenda-
tions the ecommittee would find it necessary
to make would require considerable finance,
The financial aspeet of the problem has been
denlt with by all the States of the Common-
wealth as well as hy the (Commonwealth
{iovernment.

ITon. A. Thomson: Would vou say that
the rvecommendations that have heen made
wo far are helpful?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I suwmest
that the sehjeet nt issue is so wide in its
implications that any recommendations {hat
mixht be made by the committer, and which
involve finance, would invelve finanee far
more than eould he provided by the State.
There is also a Commonwealth responsibility
in the matter; to that the hon. member will
agree. If that is so, I a3k of what value a
vommittee wonld he when the Commonivealth
Government and all the State Governineats
are at present dealing with the question?
Coneerning the future of the rural industries
of the State, in order to bring forward re-
commendations that could be acted upon,
the committee would require to have regard
for the planning of each of these separate
parts that make up our rural indus-
triecs, and some regard nlso for the
question of export and for the future
planning of agriculture. That is a subject
that T think is far bevond what any
committee of this kind ecoula satisfactorily
deal with in a reasonable and limited time.

Hon. A. Thomson: That may be your
view, but others hold a different one.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon
member will have the opportunity to express
his view when he replies. T am stating what
T believe to he the position. Whilst every-
one recognises that the rural industries of
the State are in 2 parlous condition, T do
not think the appointment of a committee
of this kind will prove very helpful. Tt is
nevessary that assistance should be granted
immediately to the people concerned. That
matter has alveady been dealt with by the

Minister for Agriculture and the Com-
monwealth Minister for Commerce. Caon-
ferences are heing held to grapple

with this vast problem. The problems of
the future have been dealt with for some
time past by those who have been appointed
hy the Federal Government and the State
(Grovernments. They are also receiving at-

tention at the hands of our own Agricultural

[COUNCIL.]

Departmeny, ond allied departments such as
the Agricultural Bank, When the hon. mem-
ber suggests that a select committee of six
might meet, review the position, and make
recommendations that would solve the pro-
blem associated with our rural industries, I
am a little afraid that ke has not taken into
consideration the immensity and diversity
of the subject with which he desires the
committee to deal. Whatever has to be
done for our primary industries should be
done without delay, Something must be
done in order that those who are suffering
s0 grievously may be able to carry on next
vear,

Hon. A. Thomson:
that still being done?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If there be
any greaf delay in dealing with the matter,
it will become inereasingly difficult for these
people to carry on. I think I have covered
the objections T wish to rnise fo the ap-
pointment of this committee. It must not
be said, hbeeause I am objecting to a com-
mittee of this kind, that I am advocating
that there is no need to do anything on be-
half of the people concerncd. On the other
hand, T say therc never was a time in the
history of the State when it was more neces-
sary that something should be done.

Hon. G. B. Wood: What do you say
should be done?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member wants a committee to decide that,
and now he is nsking me to say, on the spur
of the moment, whnt I think should be done.
It is not for me io suggest what should be
done although I have my own ideas on the
subjeet. Whatever is done will have to be
done properly, and will requive considerable
finance. I cannot sve that a commitice would
result in the benefit the hon. member seemed
to think when he submitted the motion.

What is to prevent

HCN. J. CORNELL (South) [5.37]:
After listrning attentively to the Chief See-
retary, T have concluded that the section of
the eommunity Mr. Thomson desires should
receive assistance has appealed in vain. It
asked for bread and has heen offered a
stone. I presume the Chief Secretary’s ex-
pressions represent the view of the Govern-
ment. Whilst the methods advocated by
Mr. Thomson may not attain the objective
he seceks, I think he is to be commended, as
arc other rural members of the House, for
the action that has been taken. The ob-
jeetive is a simple one. For the last 10 or
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11 years the agrieultural industry, not only
in this State, but in the Commonwenrlth
and the world generally, has drifted from
bad to worse. The majority of these who
have endeavoured to win a pittanee from
the soil find themselves totally bankrupt,
and not only hercft of assets but appar-
ently bereft of friends. Whilst I agree to
a certain oxtent with what the Chief Scere-
tory said, that a committee of both Houses
cannot get us anywhere, I think we have o
take the view that Mr. Thomson, speak-
ing on behalf of a big proportion of his
electors, has taken the only course open to
him ns a member of Parliament. Cabinets
and Governments have grappled with the
position. The Federal Government, irres-
pective of party eolour, has given over
£14,000,000 in wheat bonuses alone. I pre-
sume the majority of Mr. Thomson’s con-
stituents have asked him to appeal to the
only source open to him, namely, Parlia-
ment. Our own rural constituents, Mr.
President, do not concern us, because like
the Spartans those in the South Provinee
are nearly all dead, for the same reason that
has induced Mr. Thomson to endeavour to
obtain relief for his own constituents. The
hon. member has asked the House, in a
practicable or impractieable manner accord-
ing to the view that is taken, to make cer-
tain amendments to & Government measure
which wns brought down in the endeavour
to stem the drift and give rolief to raral
industries. He asked the House to agree
to cortain amendments of the Act, but was
opposed by eity interests. Mr. Drew, in a
bricf but excellent speech, suggested that
weo follow the Vigtorian lines, and make some
inquiry with a view to remodelling or re-
shaping the Aet that is on the statute book.
As T have alveady indicated, the proposal
was more ot less damned from Dan to Beer-
sheha, and has a very slender chance of
passing throngh the House because of the
undonhted opposition of the Government.
The only other course open fo the hon.
member was to move for the appointment of
a committee that would make some inquiry
and arrive at some golution that would give
hope to the seetion of the community he
represents. That, too, has been damned.
Alr. Thomson finds himself in the position
that he has appealed under two headings.
The only tribunal to which he eould appeal
was this House. He asked that the existing
law should be amended and met with a

[48]
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hostile reception. He has now approached
the mattor in a different way, and appears
to have met with a similar reception. The
hon. member has, however, donc his job.
1Ie has a clear conscienee and bas nothing
to answer for. He can say to his constitu-
ents, “I have endeavoured in the only way
open to me to obtain relief for you, and
failing that, to have some inquiry made.”
Both appeals have met with the same fate,
and the rural industry still finds itself in
the position of being without any further
encouragement or help. By no stretch of
the imagination can members urge that the
conferences taking place between the Com-
monwealth Minister for Commerce and the
State Ministers for Agrieulture bear any
relationship whatever to the points Mr.
Thomson wishes to have investigated.
Hon. A. Thomson: Not the slightest,

Hon, J., CORNELL: It wonld suggest a
comparison with the landing at Fremantle
of the vietims of a submarine attack. Some
of the people might land in the attire that
Adam first appeared in, and naturally some
relief would have to be fortheoming before
they could be presented in publie. T do
not know that any further remarks on my
part will either hinder or help Mr. Thomson
to achieve his objective, but I commend him
for endeavouring to do a very good job on
behalf of a section of the community whose
only outlook, after Governments and Parlia-
ments have grappled with their situation,
is the prospect of sinking into still greater
depths of dire adversity. That is the posi-
tion of the agricultural indusiry to-day.

HON. T. MOORE (Central) [5.47]: The
position of the agricultural industry has been
debated in Parliament very fully from time
to time. While the Minister has indicated
his opposition to the proposal to appoint a
joint seleet committee to investigate the con-
dition of the industry and methods to be
adopted to afford it relief, I think a step
along those lines would result in some good.
I am satisfied that to-day our financial in-
stitutions are adopting a very short-sighted
view of the agricultural industry. On the
other side of the world, cattle, sheep and
pigs are being slanghtered in great numbers,
with the result that after the war there will
be a fremendous shortage. That will pro-
vide a wonderful market for our people if
they have stock on hand. That there will
be such a shortage must be obvious beeause
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the supplics of foodstuffs that formerly were
distributed throughout Burope via the Brit-
ish market, have ccased to operate, and
stocks cannot be maintained as in the past.
We know what is happening in the coun-
tries that Germany has oecupied, and we
have read of the stock being commandeered
and slaughtered for consumption. Let mem-
bers make no mistake on this point: The
financigl institutions, and not Parlinment,
are running this eountry. Those financial
ingtitutions should take the long view. I
believe they are not doing so because, for
instance, they are not making provision to
save stock that will die within the next six

months unless something is done quickly to

save them,
Hon. G. B. Wood:
ahont that.

Hon, T. MOORE: We are confronted
with the possibility of tremendous stock
losses, whereas we should be endeavouring
te maintain our herds and flocks,

Hon. G. W. Miles: The finaneial instita-
tions are prepared to assist provided you
get hampering legislation out of the way.

TTon. C. F. Baxter: That has nothing to
do with it.

Hon. T. MOORE: 1 bave no evidence thart
the financial institutions are prepared to
assist the industry, If I had, I would not
be speaking in this strain.

Flon, L. Craig: Nor have you any cvi-
flence that they are not assisting.

Hon. T. MOORE: I have evidence thas
they are marvking time, and many farmers
do not know how they are going to get
through the next few months.

1Ton. L. Craig: Have they made any ap-
plieation to the finanecial institutions for
assistanee?

Hon. T. MOORK: Mr. Craig is always
interjecting when I speak on behalf of my
constituonts. T tell him that if he made a
trip through the areas to which T refer, he
would come hack with o totally different im-
pression. T bhelieve Mr. Craig is fair-
minded, but unfortunately he has in the
South-West everything that he wants, Tle
thinks that is all that matters. T assure
him that there is a lot tremendously wrong
in other portions of the State, where a seri-
ous problem confronts the settlers. Fart-
unately, that does not apply to my provinee,
beeanse it is a partienlarly bright spot in
the State’s agrieultural arcas to-day. I have
in mind other parts of the State that are in

There is no douht

{COUNCIL.]

a parlous condition. 1 know, just as Mr.
Craig knows, that there will be tremendous
losses unless the finaneial institutions buy
chaff for feeding to the stock, and yet those
institutions are not deing so to-day. They
prefer that the crops should be harvested
instead of helping to have them cut for
chaff,

Hon, G. B. Wood: We asked the financiai
institutions to do that, but they refused.

IHon. T. MOORE: From time to lime we
have heard much adverse eriticism of the
Agricultural Bank, but I know that that
institution is doing mueh along those
lines. To a great extent i€ has provided for
the chaff requirements of its clients in order
that the stoekk may bhe saved. T have no evi-
dence that the other finaneial institutions
are doing likewise. It will be a terrible
calmmity for the State as a whole if our
stock are allowed to dic instead of steps be-
ing taken to save them. Partienlarly is that
50 in view of the fact that the floecks and
herds represent assels for which we know
there will be a veady market. Wheut iy in
a different category. We ean soon make wp
any leeway in the production of that com-
modity heeause it is a seasonal erop. Onr
flocks and herds, onee we nllow them to be
depleted, will take vears to build up again.

TTon. H. V. Piesse: Sheep were sold at
Katanning vesterday for 1s. 6d. a head.

Hon. T. MOORE: Those sheep were
obviously anctioned in the hope that some-
one would take them away and save theiv
lives. That is the unfortunate position that
confronts many farmers to-day. In my
opinion, if representatives of the financial
institutions ecould be got together amd the
facts placed clearly before them, they would
agree to do what the Agrienltural Bank
has already done.

Hon. G. B, Wood: Xo, they would not.
We have tried that already.

Hon. T. MOORE: T believe that some-
thing eould be done at a round-table con-
ferenece. Tn fact, I believe round-table con-
ferences always result in good. In any
event the representatives of the financial
institutions should be brought together to
discuss the matter, and that wonld be the
result if we appointed a joint scleet eom-
mittec. By that means we might achicve onr
end much more quiekly than the Chief Sec-
retary seems to believe possible.

Hon. A. Thomson: It is the only way.



[16 Octorer, 1940.] 1295

Hon. T. MOORE: Unless something is
done quickly, our flocks and herds will die
off and the State will be in a really parlous
condition. On the other hand, if our flocks
and herds are kept alive now, we will have
a ready market for stock next year. That
will apply to pigs as well as to eattle and
sheep.

Hon. J. Cornell: And to herses too.

Hon. T. MOORE: I am not sure of the
position of the horse. I would like the
horse used in the agricultural areas in num-
bers «uch as I see in my distriet. I submit
to the House that this is the time when the
financial institutions should be prevailed
upon to play their part. In a few months’
time it will be too late. I eertainly hope
the motion will be agreed to, if only that
we may get representatives of the financial
institutions together for a thorough diseus-
sion of the position of the agricultural in-
dustry. By that means the farmers will know
whether their stoek are to he saved or al-
lowed to die. If allowed to die, it will be a
calamity to the State in general and to the
farmers in partienlar. I commend the
motion to the House.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [5.55]:
[ was rather amazed at Mr. Moore attack-
ing the financial institutions for not doing
something to assist the agrieultural industry,
at a time when the sword of Damocles ie
hanging over their heads threatening to eut
down the value of the securities of those
institutions. Any advances they may make
to the farmers—and they are making them
~—would have no effeet on the value of the
propertiecs.  The provisions of a Bill now
before the House cmbodies a proposal com-
mlsorily to write down the value of agri-
<ultural properties, vet at the same time
wemhers suggest asking the financial insti.
{utions why they do not advance money Lo
keep alive the stock on those propertins. Tn
effect, they say, “Why do not you advance
money and immediately have it written
down?”

Hon. A. Thomson: You know that is ab-
surd.

Hon. L. CRATG: It is not absurd at all.

Ton. C. F. Baxter: It is absolutely ab-
surd.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The fact that a certain
Bill is before Parliament has resulted in
bundreds of aceounts being held np.

Hon. H. L. Roche: That is intimidation.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Were you told that
nuthoritatively ¢

Hon. I, CRAIG: Yes. A manager of one
of the commercial financial houses told mo
thal he had a pile of papers about two feet
high all relating to applications for money,
and he said, T will not deal with one of
those applieations before I know the fate of
the Bill.”

Hon. J. Cornell: That has heen going on,

Hon. L. CRAIG: The manager said that
the institutions were not justified in doing
anything until they knew their position.

Hon. A. Thomson: We should have a
Joint seleet ecommittee to deal with that
phase.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The institutions are not
prepared to act otherwise in the eircum-
stapecs. Mr, Thomson speaks about refer-
ring the matter to a joint select committee.
We know what such & committee would do.
Only one finding could be returned. We
know that only one thing is required, and
that is money. Whatever findings were sub-
mitted by the sclect committee would be re-
presented by that one aspect—money is
wanted. The gravamen of the findings
could not be olherwise.

Hon. A. Thomson; What would you sug-
gest?

Hon. L. CRAIG: YWhat other findings
could be submitted that did not mean that
money was refquired?

Hon. A. Thomson: What do you suggest
as o remedy?

Ion. T.. CRAIG: T think it is a national
matter, and i€ any seetion 8 to assist the
whole of Anstralia should be charged with
that task.

Hon. A. Thomson: And in the mcantime
the farmer is to go to the wall.

Houn. L. CRAIG: In no other way could
the cclossal task be adequately dealt with.
As it is, members are attacking the very
people who are endenvouring to assist the
farmers now.

Hon. A. Thomson: We ave not.

Hon. L. CRAIG: It is being done hy
means of a Bill that is hefore Parliament.
The financial interests are therein bitterly
attacked, and that is having an extraordin-
ary result. The main argument advanced
so far is that Victoria passed legistation of
such a deseription, but the Rural Bank of
Victoria has taken nver a great many ae-
connts of the private financial institutions
and banks. Vietoria is in a much better
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financial position than Western Australis,
yet I was informed yesterday on very good
autherity that the Rural Bank of Victoria
has taken over innumerable accounts of the
banks and finanecial institutions. :

Hon. H. I. Roche: Was that before or
after the mecounts were written down?

Hon. L. CRAIG: The accounts may have
been written down, but the faet remains
that in Western Australia the Government
is not able to earry these clients. That is
the danger confronting us to-day.

Hon, H. V. Piesse: The Victorian Gov-
ernment found money for that purpose.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Is the Government of
this State prepared to find the necessary
money?

Hon. H. V. Piesse: No.

Hon. L. CRAIG: It is not prepared to do
so because it cannot provide the necessary
funds. Ttke Government is not unwilling
to assist but is unable to do so. Now the
suggestion is to antagonise institutions that
are doing their best

Hon. J. Cornell; For themselves.

Hon. L. CRAIG: - as trustees, However,
we are dealing with a proposal to appoeint a
Jjoint select committee to investigate these
matters.

Hon. T. Moore: That is the point. What
is wrong with the proposal?t

Hon. L. CRAIG: There is nothing wrong
with it, but what can we hope to obtain as
8 result of such a move?! I can see mo
other possible reeommendation but one that
will have no effect whatever.

Hon. A. Thomson: How do vou know
that?

Hon, L. CRAIG: The only result of sueh
a move would he to delay help that is he-
ing prepared. If that assistance is held
up, the further delay will have a serious
effect. We are fiddling while Rome is burn-
ing.

Hon. A. Thomson: And what do yon sug-
gest?

The PRESIDENT: Order!
hon. members to keep order.
will proceed.

Hon. L. CRAIG: If T thought that the
carrying of the motion would be effectual,
I wounld support it, but we know what the
findings will be. We also know that money
must be obtained to save the rural industry.

Hon. A. Thomson: Is that the only thing?

I must ask
Mr. Craig

[COUNCIL.}

Hon. L. CRAIG: The Government knows
that, and the finaneial institutions appre-
ciate the faet.

Hon. A. Thomson: Yet nothing has been
done.

Hon, L. CRAIG: Will the investigations
of the joint select committee and its findings
result in more being done than is being
done at present?

Hon. C. F, Baxter: Ves.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Nothing of the sort.
It is said that some of us ave not aware of
the bad conditions prevailing in the rural
industries, but I think members are aware
that the condition of the pastoral industry
is worse this year than is the condition of
the agricultural industry. Yet not a word
was said by the pastoralists of the North-
West this year, the previous year or the
year before that.

Member: A Royal Commission was ap-
pointed last year to inquire into the pas-
toral industry.

Hon L. CRAIG: But the drought in the
North-West has continued foi a number
of years.

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. L. CRAIG: I am crawing fire from
all sides.

The PRESIDENT : I must ask hon. mem-
bers to ohserve the rules of debate.

Hon. L. CRAIG: There is a member of
an old family present—

The PRESIDENT: I hope the hon. mem-
her will proceed with his speech,

Hon. L. CRAIG: Greater losses have oc-
curred in the North-West than have been
experienced in the agrieuliural distriets.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Don’t forget the time
vou had after the last war.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Mr. President, the hon.
member is going back to the days of my
childhood. The agrieultural industry is
represented by a larger number of members
than is the pastoral industry. If the hon,
member who accused me of knowing noth-
ing ahout the wheat industry would journey
to the Norih, he would have a much sadder
tale to tell than the one he told us to-
day about the agrienltural industry.

Hon. A. Thomson: We quite agree.

Hon, T.. CRAIG: The pastoralists are not
aquealing They intend to get through hy
their own efforts.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Did nof they want the
Royal Commission?
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Hon. L. CRAIG: They did ask for it.
Many pastoralists who once were wealthy
are to-day almost penniless, yet they are
doing their best to carry onm,

Hon. +. B. Wood: So are we.

Hon. .. CRAIG: No, you are not.

Hon. (. B. Wood: Yes, we are,

Hon. L. CRAIG: I have not heard so
much squealing in this State as I have
heard during the last two years from some
agriculturists.

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT:; Order!

Hon. '-L. CRAIG: I eannot see that any
good will result from the appointment of
the proposed committee. If I could see
one ray of daylight, I would support the
motion. I know what the finding of the
committee would be; it is that more money
would be required. But where would the
money come from? The committee would
do no good, and so I must oppose the
motion.

HON. E, H, HL HALL (Central) [6.3]:
Myr. Craig asserts that he can sec no good in
the proposal for this committee. T am per-
{eetly willing to coneede to the hon. member
his right to his opinion, but nevertheless a
majority of members perbaps see a ray of
sublight in this proposal. I do not wish
unduly to emphasise this fact, hut we should
not forget it, that the suggestion for the
appointment of this joint eommittee eomes
from an hon. memhber whose standing in this
Chamber is very high. I¢ is a member of
very many years’ experience. 1 do not want
to be personal, but he is much more experi-
oneed than is Mr. Craig.

Ilon. L. Craig: Hear, hear!

Hen. E. . H. IHALL: In my opinion,
the suggestion should he treated with re-
speet. I am not going to speak with any
heat on this subjeet.

Hon. C, F, Baxter: We had enough from
the previous speaker.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Quite cnough.
This motion shonld be debated calmly; it
is so serious ns to warrant carnest and care-
ful consideration. Mr. Cornell referred to
Mr. Thomson’s constitueney, but T point ont
that the wmatter affects all agriculturists
throughout the State. I payv tribute to the
calm way in which the Ghicf Secretary
spoke; he set us a good example hy not be-
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coming heated, but he said the appointment
ot this eommittce would not solve the prob-
lem. I agree with him, The sabjeet is too
complex to be solved entirely by a joint
eommittee, but if we can in any way lessen
the real burdens of our farmers the occasion
demands that we should endeavour to do so.
QOur farmers are not a lot of squealers;
but they have good cause and every right
to expect Parliament to come to their assist-
ance. Equally with the pastoralists they
have over a period of years fought a losing
battle. I said, when speuking on & previous
Bill, that perhaps the appointinent of a
committee such as is proposed might result
in our seeing a gleam of light. Our primary
producers, in common with other primary
producers of the Commonwealth, have been
unduly penalised over a unamber of years
by the high tariffs which have been impaosed
upon all their requirements. As has been
remarked this afternoon, the guestion is not
altozether one for the State Government,
which has its limitations. There are, how-
ever, financial institutions in this State that
will not sce the light. T propose to relate
an instance that came under my notice
vesterday. [ was approached at Geraldton
hy &« man 76 years of age who desired to
apply for the old-age pension. He and his
good wife had spent their lives on a farm.
I interviewed the Deputy Commissioner in
Perth and was informed that the application
wns refused because the applieant owned a
farm. The farm is mortgaged for £3,500,
He is not now on it, but is living in Gerald-
ton and is being kept by his son. He is
denied the pension beeause his farm is
valued at £3,500. By whom is the farm so
valued? By the bank, which knows as well
as I do that there is no possible chance of
sceuring anything like that price for the
property. If the farm were placed on the
market to-day it would not fetch half that
amount. Yet this man and his dear old
wife are denied the pension, to which I con-
sider they are entitled.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Would a joint
committee help in that respeet?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: It counid give a
lead. Many members of this Chamber do
not seemn to realise that our farmers are
faced with real—not imaginarv—difficulties,
not only in the Province of which Mr,
Thomson is a representative but throngh-
out all the agrieultural districts. A Royal
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‘Commissioner bas heen appointed in inguire
into the pastoral industry. He needs no
words of commendation from me; but having
travelled with AMr. Fyfe for nearly a week
and having noticed the manner in which
he deals with the people who come before
him, I can certainly suhseribe to the oprinion
expressed by other membors that he is
almost fitted by nature for hie task. Jis
experience in the Commonwealth Taxation
Department gave him a sound grasp of the
industry, and this, with his nataral taet
and ability, eminently fits him for the posi-
tion to which he has been appointed. T
agree with the Chicf Seeretary that we may
not find three members from each Chamber
so naturally suited as is Mr. Fyfe to make
an investigation into this matter; stili we
may Le able fo do so. As a result of the
evidence that would be obtained and of
the proposed eommittee’s report, we might
be able to see some light to lead us towards
the zoal we have in mind, which is to
lessen the burdens now Dborne by our
farmers. Ar. Cornell said that Mr. Thom-
son was taking the only course open te
him. If in this democratic State and in
this democratic age we cannot extend some
consideration to our hard-pressed farmers,
then what are the henefits of this vaunted
democratic system? T support the motion.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [611]: T
am inclined to think that if the agrieul-
tural representatives behind this motion
are not eareful, their constituents will be
saving, ‘““Save us from our political
friends.”” This is not the time for the
appointment of eommitices, nor is it the
time to “slang-whang” bank managers. This
is not the time to hold up the business of
the country, especially the agricultural in-
dustry. Something ought to be done to re-
lieve the situation. The Lands Depart-
ment and the Agrieultural Department are
dealing with ihe matter.

Hon. T. Moore: And doing their best,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Yes, with their
expert officers. The departments arve en-
deavouring to seeure assistance from the
Commonwealth for onr farmers, assistance
which they richly deserve. Now it is pro-
posed that a commitéee shall be appointed—
a sprag in the wheel,

Hon. G. B. Wood: In whose wheel?

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. J. HOLAES: The wheel of the
chariot that is being run to lead our agri-
culturists to snceess.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Are you afraid of
the sprag?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I know that if the
EHouse agrees to the appointment of the
eommittee—I hope it will not—no good
will result. The CGovernment has not a
penny.

Hon, ¥. I1. 1I. Hall: Give the committer
a chanee to sce what it can do.

Houn. J. J. HOLMES: It will probably
ineur the expenditure of much money that
might be useful to hard-up farmers.

Hon. A. Thomson: The farmers arc not
likely to get the money.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The committee
could not eontrol one penny of expenditure
upon the agrienltural industry. It could
only make recommendations, The proposal
is that the cowmittee shall be comprised of
three members from each House, whose
duty will be to make recommendations to
our cxpert officers and—I would like to
say—our expert Ministers. Such an aetion
would be almost adding insult te injury.

Sitting suspended from 6.137 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I was leading up
to the point that this country—-I will not
sny this House becanse somebody might ob-
ject to the statement—is full of men who
think they can do the other fellow’s job
better than he is doing if. At the same
time they are neglecting the duties they are
paid to perform. As I understand the posi-
tion, which has been brought home to us
in the North by the Minister for the North-
West and members of the Assembly repre-
senting North-West econstituencies, this is
a House of review. As far as the carrying
on of the business of the country is con-
cerned, that daty must rest with the As-
sembly. This being o House of review, the
hon. member wants us to step in and tell
the Minister, a trained man in his profes-
sion, and lis cxpert officers, what they
should do, or make rceommendations that
might not he worth the paper they are
written on,

Hon. A. Thomson: And might be worth
a lof.

Hon. G. B. Wood: That is not very good
argument. It does not say much for com-
mittee inquiries,
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The proposal is
to get a joint committee appointed to in-
quire into the position of the agricultural
industry. Everybody knows the position.

Hon. A. Thomson: And does nothing.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES : Before 1 have fin-
ished I shall show—if the Minister’s figures
are correcet—that the country has written
off 20 millions of money to henefit the agri-
cultural industry. After appointing a joint
committee, we are to deal with the Rural
Relief Fund Act Amendment Bill. If I
can judge the opinion of this House cor-
rectly, and I have counted heads, a major-
ity of the members will not accept the pro-
visions eontained in that Bill. We cannot
eall it anything other than repudiation. It
involves principles from which I believe a
majority of us are not prepared to depart.
What the Country Party is attempting to
do in this House is to hold up the agricul-
tural business of the State at a time when
prompt action is necessary,

Hon. A. Thomson: Can you prove that
statement?

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: I repeat that the
only effect of the action by the Country
Party will he to hold up the agricultural
business at a lime when prompt getion is
necessary. Reading between the lines and
judging by the remarks that have been made,
the one desire behind the appointment
of a joint committee is to get the bank man-
agers present as witnesses and tell them
exactly what is thought of them. That is
the idea underlying this motion. Having
got the bank managers before the joint com-
mittee, members would tell them what they
thought of them.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: The joint commit-

tee would want to hear feom ilie bank
managers,
Hon. J. J. HOLMES: And then osk

them to make further advanees to the
farmers when there is a Bill before the
House, which, if passed, will necessitate the
banks' writing down their seeuritics and
additional advances that might be made
while the committes is sitting; and T re-
mind members we have been told that the
inguiry by such a committee would take at
least six months. We appear to overlook
the fact that the bank managers are acting
under instructions from their head ollices
and the directors, and are handling trust
funds—fixed deposit money, current aec-
count money, shareholders’ money, They
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are handling trust funds, and they have a
duty to perform by protecting the fixed de-
positors. There is no suggestion that in
the event of the banks’ advances being

-written down, the banks shounld be relicved

of their responsibility to the fixed de-
positors, Oh no! The banks will be ex-
peeted to stand that. If we are not rare-
ful and one section of the community has
its way, we shall have the banking institn-
tions of this State in the samme position as
that of the Agricultural Bank. The Agri-
eultural Bank is bankrupt, due to the
action of political influence on the institu-
tion.

Hon. A. Thomson:
rupt.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Tf the other banks
are brought under the same political influ-
ence, they too will becotne bankrupt.

Hon, J. Cornell; They have already heen
bankrupt once.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: And they got ont
of the wet. During the depression, the
banks had to finance the Governments,
Commonwealth and State, to get them out
of the wet. If one section of the commun-
ity has its way, we shall have the Asso-
ciated Banks in the position in which the
Agricultural Bank finds itself to-day. Some
people seem to imagine that if we bankrupt
every institution in the place, we shall have
a prosperous country, People who think
that way have a very narrow vision,

Hon. A. Thomson: You are not suggest-
ing that anyonec in this House is thinking
along those lines?

Hon. T. Moore: We want the banks to
save their assels. .

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: There is not a
member of this House, excepting Mr. Drew,
for whom I have a greater respect than I
have for Mr. Moore, but he, like some
other members, has caught this agricultural
mierobe. About two vears ago Mr. Moore,
from his scat in the House, said he thought
the banks should not charge any interest at
all to the agriculturists in view of the diffi-
eulties they were experieneing. I ask Mr.
Moore through you, Mr. President, how can
a bank pay its way if it adopts a policy of
that kind? How ecan interest be paid to
fixed depositors if the hanks lend money
without charging interest?

Hon. T. Moore: They have many other
avenues of making money.

It cannot he bank-
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: This is the sort
of stuflf that is put over the country and
helps the microbe to germinate and flourish
in the agricultnral industry. That sort of
thing will do no good. The agricultural in-
dustry needs money and needs it now.

Hon. T. Moore: Hear, hear!

Hon, J. J. HOLMES :; Provision is being
made for that, and nothing this House ean
do, I hope, will alter it. Another state-
ment was made by Mr. Moore a few nights
ago. He charged this House with amend-
ing the Agrienltural Bank Act and aliowing
that bank more or less to fritter away the
people’s money. He said also that when
other banking institutions were concorned,
there were men here to protect the Asso-
ciated Backs. Such a statement is entire
misrepresentation. We did not compel the
Agricultural Bank to write off anything.
There was a Bill before the House to put
the Agricultural Bank on a footing similar
to that of the other banks, namely, to enable
it to write off indebtedness if it thought fit.
Mr. Moore had no right to say that we com-
pelled the Agricultural Bank to write off
debts and would not compel the other banks
to do likewise. This Bill, if passed, would
compel the other banks to write off debts,
and if that happened, so surely as I stand
here, there would be no meore bank advances
to the agricultural industry.

Hon. A. Thomson: Oh, rubbish!

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: There is no rubbish
about it. It is all very well for politicians
to send good money after bad through the
Agricultural Bank, but when we get down
to sound business, we eannof ask business
men to put more money into what is econ-
sidered by some members of this House to
be a sinking ship, and then later put those
men in the position of having to write it
off.

Hon. T, L. Roche: Do vou think the in-
dustry is a sinking ship?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: If the industry is
now a sinking ship, it is due to the drought.
The enormous losses made in the agricaltural
industry in this State are dne to the fact
that we put unsuitable people on the land
and puot them on unsuitable land and ex-
pected them to prosper.

Hon. T. Moore: Were all of them un-
snitable?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: No; a lot of them
have made money, but a lot of them, no
matter how much support was given them,

[COUNCIL.)

or how much attention might be extended
to them by a joint committee, would never
make good beecanse many of them do not
know their job. They have been spoon-fed
too long instead of being required to use
their own initiative.

Ilon. A. Thomson: They are not the only
ones on the land who have failed.

Hon. J, J. HOLMES: I do not say the
agricultural industry is bankrupt, but the
Minister for Lands, who is as good a friend
to the agrieultural industry as we could
vish to have, stated in evidence before the
Grants Commission yesterday that £8,282,178
had been written off, that losses in opera-
tions had totalled £5,174,093, and that the
reductions in rates and charges, and land
purchases, ete,, had amounted te £5,818,706.
There were also granis amounting to
£524637. That is a total of approxi-
mately 20 million sterling. That 1is
what the Minister for Lands, a xe-
sponsible Minister of the Crown, said
vosterday, It seems to me that what
has been going on in Western Australia is
that advanees have been made which never
should have been made, and that in spite
of losses on operations the Government re-
purchased land and sold it to these people
at the then value, and have had
to reclassify it, and reclassify it again;
and now approximately £6,000,000 has
been written off on that account alone.
To say that the agricultural industry
has had no assistanece, or not the
assistanee it deserved, is entirely wrong.
The industry has had too much assistance
from the Government, instead of being com.
pelled, as other industries are, to rely upon
its own efforts to pull through. I could say
n great deal on that subject. The position
should be left in the hands of those respon-
gible—the Government and its cxpert offi-
cers. They control Treasury funds, they
control the money that will be provided for
agriculture by the so-called committec shich
Mr. Thomson laughs about heeause evidently
ke has arrived at the conclusion that it is a
joke, not having a penny available to assist
anybody, The treasury eontrols the funds
and the seleet committee only make recom-

mendations, and the joke is that the
committee eannot inenr expenditure.
The e¢ommittee can_ only make recom-
mendations which expert officers of

the Government may or may not accept. If
the officers know their job, as I belicve they
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do, they are not likely to accept the advice
<f people whe do net know the job.

Hon. A. Thomson: That is a reflection
on Parlinment.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I will not sit on
sieh a committee. I have wasted enough
time on committees.

Hon. T. Moore: What about the Pecl es-
tate!

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I can say somc-
thing about that. [ tried to stop the ex-
penditure there when it was only a million
of money. No nolice was taken of the eom-
mittee’s reporl. The Government spent an-
other millian ol monev, and then woke up.
I was asked to hecome chnirman of a Royal
Commission at a later date. JMr, Troy
asked me, and T refused. T said T had tried
to save a million of money on the Peel estate,
and no notice whatever was taken of my
suggestions, T expressed myself in that way
to Mr, Troy, who theveupon said, “You did
save a million of wmoney by that report.
beeause hut for your report another million
of money would have heen spent there.”
That seleet committee™ recommendation was
to curtail expenditure, not to fritter the
country’s money awav or ask the Associated
Banks to fritter away their fixed de-
posits.  'We tried tn curtnil expenditare, and
it is heeause that kind of thing continued
and beeanse we put on the land so many
people who did not know the job, that the
agrienltural position is so bad. The im-
mediate position of the industry, T will ad-
mit, is duc to the drought; but during the
good tinmes the agricultural people experi-
enced, they should have conserved enongh
to carry them over the drought period. Now
they find themselves at a dead end and rush
to the Government for further support, and
a select committee is to be appointed—I
hope it will not he—to tell the Government
something that the Government knows more
about than the members of the scleet ecom-
mittee ean ever find out. The Chief Scere-
tary told ns fhis afternoon that there have
been Royal Commissions inquiring into the
agricultural industry time after time, and
costing about £50,000 altogether. T helieve
the cost of one Royal Commission ran into
£40,000. State Premiers and Ministers for
Agriculture are meeting in conference in
Melbourne this manth to find a solution of
the aszrieultural problem, and this House
is heing asked to appoint a seleet com-
mittee to tell them what they onght to do.
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The committee will not be appointed by my
vofe, becausp 1. sball vole against the mo-
tion.

HON. G. B. WOOD (kast) [7.53]: The
previous speaker has made a fine second-
reading speech on the item following this
upon the notice paper. T shall try to apply
my remarks to the motion, whieh is whether
we shall have a seleet committee or whether
we shall not have a seleet committee to deal
with rural relief. We arrive at remarkably
different opinions as to the desirability and
the onteome of a sclect committee’s inquiry
into this matter as against the wonderfnl
results whieh acerued from the report of a
seleel eommittec considered here recently.
On the latter oceasion we had members ris-
ing to say how by reason of the select cowm-
mitte’s recommendations they had seen a
light which they had never seen before, and
how they were led to change their decided
opinions on the subject. My reference is
to the Government Domain. On this ocea-
sion those members do not seem to be game
to let the daylight he shown. They want
te hide their heads in the sand. They do
not want to know the truth. They say they
know it already. On the previous oceasion
they thought they knew it beforehand, bui
now they all admit that the holding of a
select committee had hrought to their notice
things which eaused them to change their
minds. In this matter also, if those members
would only allow certain evidenece to be
braught to show the parlous state of the
farming industry, they would change their
mind:, Some of those members, to judge
by their remarks, do not know the true
stale of the case. My experience also tells
e that they do not know it.

Hon, V. Hamersley: They do not want
to know, and they do not care.

IIon. G. B. WOOD: I was recently in-
strumental, with Mr. Baxter, in having a
confevence with certain people who have a
pretty lig say in regard to pastoral and
farming pursuits in Western Australia. T
say very decidedly that some of the men at
that conferenec did not know the position.
One gentleman said he was not going to
lose any sleep or get panieky, because one
offieer had told him that the powition in the
wheat belt was not as had as had been made
out. So I elaim that some of those gentle-
men did not know the position. In this in-
stonee,  ton, a  select committee will
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do valuable work. Mr. Holmes
said that the bank managers here
have not much say. If that is so,
it is just about time the heads in Syd-
ney and Melbourne were told the true faets.
If that has not alrendy been done by the
bank managers here, it is just about time
the controiling heads were informed through
the Parliament of Western Australia. I take
strong cxeeption to some remarks of Mr.
Holmes. He has pre-judged what the select
committee may or may not do. He said the
committee’s report wocld not cvunt for
much. He also forecast the vote of this
House on another motion, He is a pretty
clever member if he can do that sort of
thing. He went on to say that those sup-
porting the present motion were holding
up the business of the country. I cannot
reconcile myself to that view. Why shonld
we be holding up the country’s business?
Mr. Craig said there was a high pile of
applientions at a bank which would not bhe
dealt with until this matter was decided.

Hon. L. Craig: That is true.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I think the state-
ment amounts to « reflection on the bank
manager. It was an assertion that he was
holding up business while waiting for
legislation to he passed or rejected.
In the ease of the Government, busi-
ness goes on pending legislation. The
allegation does not say much for the
business acumen of bank managers. I
would like to see the committee appointed.
T would like to sce people like Mr. Craig
andl Mr. Holmes on the committec. Tt
would be an education to them to hear the
evidence. This is no joking matter. Mem-
hers come here and make statements. Mr.
Crnig has talked about squealing. T would
like to take Mr. Crnig out to the back of
the eastern wheat belt, where I have been
reeently, becaunse then he would recognise
that there was cause for squealing. Mr.
Craig has a 8t. George's-terrace view of the
drought-stricken greas,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Will you tell me
where squealing will get us?

Hon. G, B. WOOD: Mr. Craig called it
squealing; I did not eall it squealing. My
term for it is complaints to representatives
in Parliament. We would he falling down
on our job if we did not try to got some
sort of inquiry into the question of rural
relief.

On motion by Hon. H. 8. W. Parker,
Aehate adjounrned.

has

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—TRAFTIC ACT AMEND-
MENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON, A. THOMSON (South-East)
[7.59]: This is a measure which we had be-
fore us last year in what might be termed
a slightly different form. I fail to under-
stand why the Government has introduced
the Bill in this way. Ministers say that they
will take from the traffic fees but will
return through another channel what they
take, and that the loeal authorities will not
lose anything. To me the Bill appears to
mean that if the Minister controlling trafiic
is anthorised to take these fces, he will de-
cide how much the local suthorities shall
receive.  They will have fo satisfy the Min-
ister that it is to he spent on road con-
struetion, T happened to bc a member of
a road board many years ago, and I know
that when the Main Roads Board pro-
gramme was placed before our conference
for consideration, it was deeided that the
loeal authorities could give better results by
heing permitted to receive the traffic fees
instend of their being handed over to the
Government.  The loenl authorities were
permitted to retain the fees, and now we
find that after years of the existence of that
established practiec the Government is de-
sivous of taking the fees from the loeal
bodies and municipalitics, merely because
the Federnl Grants Commission has decreed
{hat the Siate, in respeet of these fees,
should eome into line with the other States
of the Commonwealth. T do not know thnt
it is advisable for us to follow slavishly
the cxample set by Governments of the
other States. We must remember that the
other Stntes are Far more favourably situ-
ted than are we in Western Australia, Take
a State like Vietorin, which is eompara-
{ively small in size. The average distaned
of residents from a vailway station or sid-
ing is approsimately nine miles, while in
Wostern Australin the distanee is 16 miles.
Thus we have had a great deal more de-
velopmental work to earry ont, work sueh as
the construection of roads and the provision
of faeilities to enable people to go ount
into the back country, far more than have
Vietoria, and New South Wales. Both
those States ave mach more thickly popu-
lated and have been longer established. Now
we find that to cnable the Government to
seeure an additional grant we are asked to
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hand over the traflie fees amounting, ac-
cording to my estimation on last year’s fig-
ures, to £167,609. The fees that were col-
lected last year totalled £186,192, and we
are asked to support the Bill which will
mive the Government power to say, “We are
satisfied that you have spent a proportion
of the traffic fees npon the roads and so
we are ready to veturn to you £42,203, this
amount to be divided up amongst you.”
When the Minister moved the second read-
ing of the Bill he stated that the Govern-
menl  had  spent  on  road construe-
tion—T do not know that he men-
tioned the period—an amount of £3,406,100.
1 should like to know actually where that
money was spent, and for what purpose.
Was it spent in the opening up and the
development of group settlements? It may
" or may not have been spent in that way,
and I am not raising any objection to ex-
penditure on that undertaking; but if we
cast our minds back to the peried when
that money was available for the develop-
ment of the group settlements, we must also
bear in mind that the Government got that
money at a remarkably cheap vate. Peally
the cheapness of that money was the Gov-
ernment’s downfall. The Government xe-
ceived the money at an interest rate of 1
per cent. or 114 per cent, and it charged
the group settlers 8 per cent. or 7 per cent.
for it. Bo I wonld like to know whether
a proportion of the £3,90,000 odd to which
the Minister referred was expended on the
roads in the group areas. Was that part
and parcel of a sum on which it is now
claimed interest should be paid? The
money received by way of traffic fees is
very substantial; it is an impost upon
motorists and I consider that molorists are
entitled to its expenditure in the way that
it has heen used in the past.

I pay a tribute to the Main Roads Beard
staff for the cxcellent roads the workers
under that organisation have sueeeeded in
constructing. We know ‘that when the
workers first began constructing roads, the
engineers had to take men who were not
accustomed to hard work of amy deserip-
tion. Thus, in the earlier stages of road
construction, the engineers were somewhat
in the position of instructors to men whe
had not bheen used to that kind of work.
So I presume that in the earlier stages, the
work proved to be a little more costly than
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it is to-day. The position at the present
time js that the sustenance workers who
are employed on road construction have
become permanent employees of the
Main Roads Board, and while they
have to stand off for a short peried
oecasionally we must realise that the
majority of the men are now thor-
oughly qualified to give good service
to the State. The Government claims
that it is paying approximately £160,000
by way of interest on money horrowed for
the construetion of roads. Where those
roads have been constructed we do not
know. We must also realise that if it
kad not been for the money which was
available from the Federal Government,
money that eame from the peirol tax, it
would not have heen possible to employ as
mony men as had heen engaged on road
making. Therefore while it may be said
that over £3,000,000 has been cxpended in
road making, there is no gainsaying the
fact that it has provided a fruitful avenue
of employment and tided the Government
over a difficelt period. I have to decide
whether it is going to be in the interests
of the taxpayers to agree to allow the Gov-
ernment to take 75 per cent. of the traffie
fees in the metropolitan aren. TIf I support
that, I agree to allow that money to go
into Consolidated Revenue. We are told
that the money is merely going oul of one
pocket and finding its way into another,
and that the munteipalities and road boards
will not be any worse off. Nevertheless
the revenne of the State will benefit to the
extent of £147,000 plus £22,000 which is
problematical, a sum we may get from the
Federal Government if a recommenda-
tion in that direction is made by the Grants
Commission.

Hon. L. Craig: Less money will be avail-
able for expenditure on other works.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I am dealing with
the metropolitan area. If we are going
to ent away a sum of mopey from the local
anthorities in the metropelitan area, it fol-
lows that the local anthorities mnst inerease
the rates. We have heen told by the
Minister that we are rated at a lower
figure than are the people in the Eastern
States, and therefore the pronosal sub-
mitted by the Government is eqguitable.
The local authorities, however, must in-
crease their rates if this money is taken
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from them. So X cannot see that what the
Government proposes to do will be of bene-
fit to anyone in this State. Then we come
to the question of the manner in which the
country will be affected. As pointed out
by Mr. Craig, less woney will be available
for expenditure in developing the country.
I do not doubt the sincerity of the Govern-
ment. We have the Grants Commission
declaring that it is necessary we should
receive more money and the CGovernment
says, ‘‘It is true that we gave a definite
assurance that we would not interferc with
the traffic fees, but here is the Grants Com-
mission poinling out how necessary it is
that we should receive more money and
therefore we will be compelled to ask the
country loeal authorities to forgo a con-
sidernble portion of their revenue.”’

Hon, J. Cornell: That is one reason why
Parliament exists.

Hon. A. THOMSON : What would be the
positicn of any ecountry member if he were
to support a measure such as this now
before us. I am like Sir Hal Colebatch; I
object to being diectated to by the Grants
Commission.

Hon, J. Cornell: That is what the banks
are doing.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes. There are
several avenues which, I think, might he
exploited by the Government in its desire
to raise additional revenue. I intend to
oppese the second reading of the Bill.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [814]: A
similar Bill to this was before this Chamber
last session, and T opposed it. What action
I will take on this occasion I have not yet
definitely decided. As a faet T am ot the
moment sitting on the fence, and it just
depends on the reply that will be given by
the Chief Seeretarv to some of my queries,
as to the side on which I shall fall. Some
of the ohjections I had to last year's measure
have disappeared, but I am not satisfied
that all of them have vanished. The pro-
posal to allow 25 per cent. of the traffic feea
to go to loeal governing hodies bas cer-
tainly removed one of my objections. In
the metropolitan area there are municipali-
ties whiech in past years have raised loan
moneys and built roads and for the last year
or two have not had either to make or ve-
construet any of the thoroughfares in their
distriets. I do not intend that any vote

[COUNCIL.]

of mine shall help to put in an unfavourable
position such municipalities as those. But
it appears to me that if the measure is
agreed to progressive distriets will be pena-
lised and a bonus will be given to those
that have neglected their responsibilities to
their ratepayers.

Hon. A. Thomson: You have summed up
the position completely,

Hon. G. FRASER: If that is so, I can-
not vote for the measure. I know of ot
least one municipality in the metropolitan
aren whieh to-day has no roads to make and
no roads to reconstruet.

The Honorary Minister: A pocket hand-
kerehief municipality.

Hon. . FRASER: From the point of
view of revenue it ix the fourth municipality
int this State,

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: Municipality or road
hoard?

Hon. G. FRASER: Municipality. Some
years ago the municipality raised a loan
and bituminised every road in the distriet.
The job was done well bocause for the last
few years no maintenance work has been
required, nor will any be nceessary for the
next yenr or two.

llon. J Cornell: The rond foreman has
gone to the war.

Hon. G. FRABER: Yes, that is how up-
to-date the munieipality is. In the last
couple of wvears it has not stood still, but
secured its own e¢cment slab-making plant.
That is how it has spent its money. The
municipality is making eement slabs and
putting down cement slab footpaths. Under
these proposals it will not reccive a penny.

Hon. A. Thomsen: That is se.

Hon, G. FRASER : Consequently the dis-
triet will he penalised for having been pro-
gressive.

Hon. I, Craig: It will get 25 per cent.

Hon. A. Thomson: No it will not; the
money has to be spent on roads.

Hou, G. FRASER:: It may get 25 per
cent., but that is a very small amount, and
will not nearly recoup the municipality for
the expenditure incurred. I think that in
the past the municipality has collected from
traffiec fees abont £1,500 per year. If that
were to be lost to it an increase in the rates
of 10d. in the pound would be necessary.
The municipality will get nothing from the
other 75 per cent. because the whole of
the work now is heing done on footpaths.
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Hon. L. Craig: That comes under the
heading of roads.

Hon. G. FRASER: No, it does not.,

Hon. L. Craig: It is arguable.

Hon. G. FRASER: The money will not
come out of the Federal aid roads fund.

Hon. L. Craig: That is arguable also.

Hon. G. FRASER: I am taking the words
of the Minister who intreduced the Bill

Hon. L. Craig: So am L

Hon. G. FRASER: My interpretation of
his words is that expenditure on footpaths
could not be made out of assistance from
the Federal aid roads fund.

Hon. L. Craig: He did not use those
words.

Hon. G. FRASER: That is the effect of
what he said.

Hon. A. Thomson: That is the only logieal
interpretation,

Hon. G. FRARER: That is the loophele.
1f the Minister ean assure me my inter-
pretation is wrong, I will vote for the
measure. If he cannot, T must vote against
it.

Hon. J. Cornell: When is a footpath a
road?

Hon. G. FRASER: Perhaps the hon.
member will refer that question to Mr.
Parker who may be able to convinee us that
a footpath is a road. I know that other
municipalities may be in a similar position
to the one to which I have referred. If the
whole of the traftic fees were to be lost io
the municipality there would have to be
an increase of 104. in the pound in the rates
and one must think twice before voting for
a mensure that will inerense rates to that
extent. Even sllowing for 25 per cent. of
the fees to be given to the municipality.
it would not get anything out of the other
75 per cent. and eonsequently there would
still have to be an inerease in the rates of
7d. in the pound.

The Honorary Minister: I think you are
wrong.

Hon. G. FRASER: I hope I am. T shall
wait for the Minister to demonstrate that
I am wrong. If he cannot, I will have to
vote pgainst the mensure. I admit that
people in the metropolitan area are paying
too much for loeal government. Some
scheme should be devised whereby many of
the municipalities would disappear, and
murh greater ofliciency he secured at less
cost to the taxpaver. However, that is for-
cign to this mensure
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HON, @. B. WOOD (East} [8.22]: I am
sorry that Mr. Fraser is, to use his own
words, sitting on the fence, because we wore
glad to have his support against the mea-
sure introduced last year. On this ocea-
sion he made an exeellent speech in opposi-
tion to the Bill. I would like to remind him
that this measure ia just as undesirable, even
though the Government proposes to take
only 75 per cent. of the fees. Last night
by interjection I suggested to the Minister
that somebody would go short in order to
make up this money. If the 75 per cent.
of the traffic fecs thai are to go into Con-
solidated Revenue are to be made up from
the Pederal petrol tax, the eountry road
boards will go short by that amount.

The Honorary Minister: What abou! the
loan meoney?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: That is a different
matter altogether. If there is any under-
taking that it will be so made up, that will
be all right. We have been told that the
eountry road Dboards are not c¢oncorned
about this matter, but they are becanse they
think they will be deprived of that money.
Mr. Iiall said that those attending the road
board conference should not have passed
the motion they did because they were no:
concerned in the matter. I am sorry he did
not raise that question at the econference
and start a debate on it. I would have
liked to sce how he got on in such circum-
stances. There are at least 33 road boards
in my Province that are indirectly con-
cerned,  Tn addition, there are six road
hoards which are classed as metropolitan
road boards and arve directly concerned,
though they are actually country road
boards. None of those hoards likes the
measure and at one time or another all have
asked me to oppose it. Tt is no use saying
they are being misled because they know
quite a Tot abount the matter. I would like
to demonstrate to the House, and particu-
larly to city memhers, how some of the
country rond boards are absolutely depend-
ent on these traffic fees. T have here a
balance sheet—

Hon. L. Craig: That has nothing to do
with the matter.

Hon, ¢-. B. WOOD: I say that it has. [
want to demonsivate how perturbed these
authorities are. Althongh it has been said
that the Bill Coes not directly eoncern them,
they ave afraid that the principle involved
will be extended to them. Ilere is a hal-
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-
ance shect for the year ended the 30th June,
1940. The current rates collected totalled
£187 17s. Td.

The Honorary Minister:
board is that?

Hon. G. B. WOQD: Westonia, From traf-
fic licenses on private ears £437 17s. 6d. was
collected and on motor wagons £535 17s. 64.

Hon. J. Cornell: A piecce of that road
board is in the South Provinee.

Hon, G. B. WO0OOD: That is the board’s
misfortune, not mine. Something like £950
has been collected by that road board in
trafflic fees and only £187 from genera)
rates. Many other road beards in my Pro.
vinee are similarly placed. The position was
just as bad for the Koorda road board
which had to dispense with its secretary and
a similar position exists at Bencubbin,
Mukinbudin and other cenires. I have not
the balance sheets of those road beards but
I venture to say that they are as dependent
as Westonpia on these traffic fees for earry-
ing out their work. I have received several
letters on the subject, but I do not intend
to read them. They all demonstrate that
the local authorities are perturbed about
the measure.

There is one other point. We have been
told that this measure is only for the dura-
tion of the Federal Aid Roads Agreement;
that i= until 1947, But next year there may
not he much petrol tax coming in. I think
I raised that point last vear. Present indi-
cations are that although the agreement will
be in existence for seven years there may be
little money from that sourece. We do not
know where we shall be in four or five
years' time in regurd petrol tax money, I
oppose the second reading.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [8.27]:
Unlike Mr. Fraser, I am not sitting on the
rail. I have defined my position as regards
additional revenue for the present oceu-
pants of the Treasury bench. It seems to
me that the more we give them the more
they spend. This is an opportunity for us
to prevent them from getting uny more
money to spend. We oceupy a good deal
of time over taxation measures and speak
whout the need for economy, bul we can
rtake up our mindz that so lone as the pre-
seny Ministry oecupies the Treasury heneh
it will define the taxation peliey and any
emendments we make will, boomerang-like,
return to us. We have tried often to make
smendments and onee or twice nearly got
into a fix.

What road

[COUNCIL]

Hon. H. Seddon: It ir a pity you did
not try again last night,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I do not intend
to be led up to the barrier any longer with
regard to taxation measuves, but here we
have an opportunity to curtail expendituve.
There is no doubt that the present Govern-
ment is out to spend all it ean get hold of,
but this is a time when wc cught to con-
serve expenditure. We shonld prepare for
the time of peace, when so much will have
to be done. Two years ago we had a state-
ment from the Chief Secretary, which has
not been denied. He said he thought that
road boards and municipalities were hand-
ling the job well, spending the money and
getting good wvalue for it. If we cxhaust
all our sources of revenue now we shall
have nothing upon which to fall back. We
have the evidence of what has happened in
the last five years ended the 30th June last.
The Government in 1939-40 had a revenue
of £1,130,000 more than it had in 1935-36,
but spent it all. The expenditure in 1935-36
was £9,950,000, and in 1939-40 it was
€11,126,000. The Government collected in
the last financial year £1,130,000 more than
it did five years before, and spent
€1,310,000 more than it did then. Of what
use is it to give money to the Government
only to have it frittered away? My ad-
viee to the House is to hold tight to every-
thing we have, and not to give the (lov-
ernment more than we are obliged to. Wa
must eonserve our resources for the time
when we shall need them. It secems that
when it comes to a question of money, both
the Government and members of the Coun-
try Party are like the horse-leech who says,
“Qdive, give, give,” but never says, “It is
enongh.” Last year this Bill was before us.
It has developed into more than a joke. We
were informed then that the Disabilities
Commission had said, “Before we give yon
any more money you must bring your taxa-
tion into line with that of the KEastern
States.” We have done that; in faet, I
think we have passed the taxation of the
Eastern States. This year the Government
says, “Give us these traffic fees so that we
may satisfy the wishes of the Disabilities
Commission, and we will give something
back in return.” The traffic fees were 1m-
posed for a specific purpose. Although the
procedure may be confined to the metro-
politan area for the moment, I have no
hesitation in saying that as a resuit of the
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ostablishment of the precedenf, the next
thing will be that a drag-nset will be used
to invelve all other municipalities and
road boards.

Hon. A. Thomson: I quite agree with
you there.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I, therefore, pro-
pose to vote agninst the second reading of
the Bill, -

HON. J. CORNELL (South} [8.35}: Un-
like Mr. Fraser and Mr. Holmes I am
neither sitting on the fenee nor under it,
but 1 am leaning on it and looking over it.
Last session I expressed myself as being
to a certain extent in sympathy with the
proposals contnined in the Bill. I voted
against the second rending, but the determ-
ining factor in thut vote was the number of
requests I received from local governing
bodies in the South Provinee that I shouild
reeord my vote in that direetion. I pointed
out that probably many of the loeal authori-
ties were under a misapprehension as to
whether or not the Bill would apply to them
later on. A year has passed by. We have
heard what the conference of read hoards
resolved. Although there are seven road
boards in the South Provinee, not includ-
ing part of a road board to which Mr. Wood
referred, and one municipality and a piece
of n municipality, from not one loeal author-
ity have I reccived any instructions as to
how to vote on this Bill. Members have
heard the views of the chairman of the
leading road board in the South Provinee
concerning the measure, Mr. W, R. Hall
attended the conference, and said that he
was not going to he influenced by if, nor
by the views of the premier road board,
cither in the South Provinee or the North-
East Provinee. I ecan say the same
of myself. Tp to date I have not received
onc request as to how I should cast my
vote on.this Bill, wherens last year 1 re-
ceivedt requedts from almost every hoad
board in the Sonth Province. I pointed out
that onc of the shortecomings of the measure
was that its purport was not given suffi-
cient publicity in the ontlying districts. The
Chief Seerctary has now been taken to
task hy Mr. Thomson and ether members
for giving the matter too much publieity,
and he nlso got himself into hot water at
the hands of the road board conference.
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Meanwhile I will reserve my judgment as
fo the second reading until the vote is
taken.

HON. E, H, H. HALL (Central) [8.37]:
I do not know anything about sitting on
the fence or looking over it. The Chief
Sceretary has the right of reply on the
motion for the second reading, and members
have the right, if they want to vote intelli-
gently, {0 duspend final judgment until
they have heard the reply to the arguments
that have been adduced, and there is no neces-
sity for them to admit that they are either
sitting on a fence or looking over it. That
is the position in which I find myself. I
followed closely the remarks of an old mem-
ber of the Chamber in the person of Mr,
Holmes. To show how a member of his
standing in one night can virtually set aside
the position he has taken up, 1 wish to
say how struck I was by one sentence of his
when he was dealing with another Bill. He
said, “So far as the carrying on of the
business of this country is concerned, that
is the duty of the Government.” That gave
me food for thought, It is the attitude I
took up in econnection with the Bill about
which the hon. member was speaking. On
two separate oceasions the Bill has been
passed in the popular Chamber. As I
stand for democracy, I say it is time we
paid attention to the voice of the people.
The same thing ohtains in eonnection with
this Bill. I remind Mr. Holmes of the
wrighty utterance to which he gave effect
eurlier in the evening. On two oceasions
the popular Chamboer, led by the Government
of the day, has doclared iiself in favour of
the Bill. The Government says it must
have the money. We were told last night
by another learned member of the Cham-
ber, 2 man who has had experience in the
Federal and State political spheres, and
who has served Wastern Australia as Agent
General at the seat of the Empire, that he
was not inclined to be divected by the Grants
Commission. We all know that ‘‘needs must
when the devil drives.” We must pay at-
tention to the members of that commission,
beeause we badly need the money we are
asking them to give us.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Would you sell yom
birthright for a mess of potage?

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: I would expect

such a saying to come from the hon. mem-
ber, who declared last night that hecause
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of this legislation he had been returned by
a bigger majority than ever before. We
must deal with things as we find them.
Last session we were ioundated by re-
quests from local governing bodies. It is
not & question of being directed by them.
They do not say that sort of thing to in-
dividual members, but merely request them
to do certain things. It is only right that
we should give earnest eonsideration to such
requests, We know the real difficultics that
confront those unpaid members of road
boards and municipalitics, who are render-
ing such valuable but honorary service
throughout the State. They deserve every
consideration. I am waiting to have an
assurance from the Chief Sceretary that the
conntry authorities will not be affected by
this legislation. I may be regarded as un-
sophistieated when I say I am prepared to
accept that assurance. At the opening of
the session we were reminded of the dire
period through which we are passing. 1t
was deeided that we shonld not be ealled
upon to deal with contentious matters,
and we were going to give the Govern-
ment our whole support in an endeavour
to win the war, but it is of no use to

indolge in that kind of talk wunless
we hack it up with our actions. The
Government states that it wants the

money, and that loeal authorities in the
metropolitan area will not find themselves
in the position they imagine will be theirs.
I am awaiting an assurance from the Chicf
Secretary that country loea! authorities will
not suffer by veason of this iceasure. If he
ean give me ap assurance that that will be
the position, I will seriously consider giving
my vote in favour of the Bill.

On motion by the Honnrary Minister,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at &4 pan

[ASSEMBLY.]

Legislative RAssembly,
Wednesday, 1Gth October, 1940,

PAOB
Questtons: Rocky Gully, land repriclng ... 1808
Seed wheat nod bags, farmera requlrement.a 1308
Collie coal, average price .. 1809
Allowances to oliens 1808
Abandoned farms ... 1309
Basaendean road closure ... . w1309
Leave of absence - e 1309
Motlon : Economlc Tmblem, "Commonwenlth Bank
and natlonal credit .. 1809
Billa; Income Tax Assessment Act Amendment
returned w 1342
Income Tax, returned . 1842
Profiteering "Prevention Act Amendment 2R. ... 1842

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—ROCKY GULLY.
Land Repricing.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Has a decision been arrived at
in regard to the repricing of the land at
Rocky Gully (west of Mt, Barker)? 2, If
80 when will the new price list be avail-
able? 3, If not when may a decision be ex-
pected?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1. 3, After
completion of the Surveyor General's re-
view of the reports in connection therewith.

QUESTION—SEED WHEAT AND BAGS.
Farmers’ Requirements.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for Lands:
1, As a2 number of farmers will not obtain
seed wheat from their erops and practically
all wheat will this year be handled in bulk
are steps being taken—(a) to ascertain
what farmers will require seed wheat; (b)
to ensure that elean seed wheat in bags will
be available from farmers who will have it
available; (c) to compensate such last-men-
tioned farmers for the extra expense in-
eurred re bagging? 2, If arrangements are
not already in hand will he take early action
to ensure a satisfactory solution of the
problem including, if necessary, the mak-
ing of representations to the Australian
Wheat Board to epable seed wheat to he
sold by farmers possessing it?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, The Department of Agriculture and the
Agricultural Bank are dealing with these



